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ENSIGN IN JEOPARDY 


By R. L. Kilpatrick 


The caption above tells the whole story. We have 
reached the crossroads of Ensign history. Why? Our 
subscriptions have dwindled to the point of non-existence. I 
feel that part of our problem has been the Internet. Why 
subscribe when we can read it on various WebSites? but 
that’s progress and we can’t really complain. Donations and 
subscription renewals from readers have dried up almost 
completely. Last month I received a notice from the bank that 
the account is overdrawn, in spite of my donations from my 
own personal checking account. There is only one answer. 
We're history. It has been a good run. We haven’t 
accomplished all that we have wanted, but again I doubt that 
any magazine can say that they have. 


I don’t feel that we can quit without proper notice of 
our intent. But unless we have reason to continue we will 
cease publication with the April 2003 issue. This will make 
an even 30 years of publication. We want to thank our 
regular staff of writers for helping us to advance the theme of 
grace over law keeping. They have made sacrifices also with 
their financial donations. 


We are now about to commit an editorial no-no. That 
is, we are going to single out three writers who have won our 
respect in the stand that they made. In doing so we certainly 
do not insinuate that there are no other good writers. They are 
all good and we appreciate their contribution to the overall 
knowledge and writing ability. 
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The first is Carl Ketcherside who wrote many articles 
for the Ensign that is not included in the leather-bound 
volumes that have been in print for sometime 


The next is the “ole wah-hoss” himself from Dallas, 
Texas, Arnold Hardin. He has stayed the course for many 
years in the battle of grace versus legalism. There have been 
many of his own brethren who were against him; but he was 
unfazed by it. Arnold, like Rush Limbaugh said in reference 
to his own radio program, has pushed back the horizon of 
gospel ignorance. Arnold is in his 80’s and his mind is still 
clear and penetrating. 


Then there is Dr. Dallas Burdette of Montgomery, 
Alabama. Dallas has been with us all the way. He has had to 
fight his own battle in combating the “One Cup, No Sunday 
School” brethren. All the time he was writing articles for the 
Ensign he studied for his Doctorate of Theology at the 
Southern Christian University in Montgomery. He carried a 
load of which we of lesser minds couldn’t possibly grasp or 
handle — all this in addition to driving 370 miles roundtrip 
each Sunday for 17 years to preach for the Grassy Church in 
Arab, AL — and in addition he made trips during the week to 
perform funerals and marriages. 


One of our angels almost from the beginning was 
Norman Parks, and was so right up to the time of his death. I 
still have a number of booklets written by him in addition to 
the several articles he wrote for the Ensign. He contributed 
generously to the Ensign fund. 


Another monetary angel has been the Grassy Church 
of Christ. Their monthly donations to Ensign has been our 
mainstay for many years. The booklet titled “Restructuring 
the Church was almost finished when our printer Pat Stone 
was stricken with a massive stroke. She has been a friend of 
Ensign from the beginning and we thank her for it. 
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THE PURPOSE OF MAN 


By Neal Griffin 


The question has been posed, "Why are we here?", 
and to respond to it I have chosen a few verses to substantiate 
my conclusion in the matter. 


The writer of Ecclesiastes observed that too much 
study is tiresome and that the whole of man is to honor God 
and keep the commandments. Micah wrote: "He has showed 
you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of 
you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God". 


Taking these points in the order which there are listed, 
the writer does not say that "study" makes one tired. He says 
that "too much study" makes one tired. The obvious 
conclusion is that there is a danger in "too much study". The 
Pharisees at the time of Jesus intellectually focused so 
intently on the Scriptures that they missed the intended 
Spiritual message. They dissected every word with such 
intensity that they failed to see the forest for the trees. They 
missed Jesus. I suspect that they tried to apply worldly 
wisdom to Spiritual concepts. Such application invariably 
results in the puffing up and self promotion for which the 
Pharisees were infamous. The legalists of our age fit this 
scenario. Their emphasis is on what the law says they must 
do rather than on what Christ has done. It appears that they 
wish to pay their own way as did the proud young ruler of 
Matthew 19. 


The second point is keeping the commandments, but 
the totality of New Covenant law keeping is encompassed in 
one command--loving one another, and one who loves his 
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fellow man will act justly toward him and when called upon 
will extend mercy. Such is the nature of New Covenant law- 
keeping. The legalist is proud that he is a better law-keepér 
than the lowly one who is only struggling to walk humbly 
before God. The legalist is not prone to beg for mercy. After 
all, he knows the law and thinks that he is abiding in it. He 
demands justice while the humble one asks for mercy. 


Walking humbly before God may represent the most 
difficult challenge in that a good heart is prerequisite. It is not 
the proud heart that can cry out, "Forgive me, a sinner!". 
David addressed this point when he said, "Instill in me a pure 
heart, O God, that I might not sin against thee!". God desires 
obedience that emanates from the heart. He seeks worshipers 
on whose hearts His laws are written. He has no regard for 
Pharisaical obedience. He has no regard for the imagined 
righteousness of men that stems from their works. He wants 
followers whose righteousness accrues by reason of their 
faith. Philippians 3:9. Letting Christ dwell in our hearts by 
faith produces humble obedience. It is no longer us but Christ 
living in us. Our pride should be in what Christ has done. If 
we must boast let it be in Him. 


Why are we here? We are here to honor God and to 
offer our bodies as living sacrifices. We are here to love one 
another, to care for the needy, and to keep ourselves 
unspotted from the world. These are the reasons God put us 
here and it is what God wants that matters for the man who 
does what God wants lives forever. 


Please think on these things. I believe them to be in 
harmony with the Word. 


10514 Bar X Trail, Helotes, Texas 78023 


Email: ngriffint2@aol.com 
Web: http://www. geocities.com/heartland/bluffs/4255 


FAITH IS NEVER TAKEN 
FOR GRANTED 


By Given O. Blakely 


PUTTING ON CHRIST 


"And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to 
awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than 
when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at 
hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the 
day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and 
lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts." 


(Romans 13:11-14, NKJV) 


Faith is not an incidental matter. Faith is NEVER taken 
for granted in the believer. There is a fight associated 
with keeping the faith. We are admonished, "Fight the 
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life" (1 Tim 6:12). 
The young man told to do this is described as Paul's 
"own son IN THE FAITH" (1 Tim 1:2). Of him Paul said 
to the brethren at Philippi, "For | have no man 
likeminded, who will naturally care for your state” 
(Philippians 2:20). Yet, even in this extraordinary young 
man, faith was not’ taken’ for granted. 
It is believers who are admonished, "Examine 
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you; unless indeed you are disqualified” (2 
Corinthians 13:5, NKJV). Those who were so 
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admonished are described as "the church of God at 
Corinth . . . and all the saints which are in all Achaia" (2 
Cor 1:1). Yet, their faith was not taken for granted. 


Rather than faith being automatic, those who believe 
are reminded, "Now the just SHALL live by faith: but if 
any man draw back, My soul shall have no pleasure in 
him" (Heb 10:38). It is those who have believed that can 
"draw back," not those who have never believed. These 
same believers were also admonished, "Take heed, 
brethren, lest there be in any of YOU an evil heart of 
unbelief, in DEPARTING FROM THE LIVING GOD" 
(Heb 3:12). Their faith was not taken for granted. 


Men have made "shipwreck" of faith, putting away a 
good conscience (1 Tim 1:19). You surely cannot wreck 
a ship you do not possess! Jesus spoke of those who 
"FOR A WHILE believe, and in time of temptation fall 
away" (Lk 8:13). Jesus did not say they did not really 
believe in the first place. He described these people as 
those who "receive the Word with joy." Yet, because 
they "have no root” fall away in the time of temptation. 
Also, the Holy Spirit "expressly" spoke of some who 
“shall depart from the faith” (1 Tim 4:1). Their faith was 
not taken for granted. 


Faith, which is the appointed means through which 
grace comes to us (Eph 2:8), is not to assumed. We are 
to "CONTINUE in the faith" (Acts 14:22), be 
"ESTABLISHED in the faith" (Acts 16:5), and "STAND 
FAST in the faith" (1 Cor 16:13). Categorically we are 
told we will be presented to the Lord "holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: IF ye 
continue in the faith grounded and settled” (Col 1:23). 
The only way to overcome the devil is to resist him by 
being "steadfast in the faith" (1 Pet 5:8-9). Of course, if 
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faith automatically continues in all who receive it, such 
admonitions are needless. 


FAITH IS NOT PASSIVE 


Faith is never represented as a passive possession, 
maintained without any effort on the part of the ones 
possessing it. Faith is much like a tender living treasure. 
It must be cared for with diligence. It must be fed, 
nourished, and caused to grow and increase. If this 
does not happen, faith will die. It cannot exist without 
nourishment, but "lives by every word of God" (Lk 4:4). 
This is the appointed means through which the child of 
God is justified and sustained. It simply is not possible 
to be cleared from guilt and receive God's 
righteousness apart from faith. Neither can those 
conditions be maintained apart from faith — and they 
must be maintained. What you have from God, you 
have by your faith. Thus it is written, "The just shall 
LIVE by faith" (Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38). 
Habakkuk says the just one lives by "HIS faith" (Hab 
2:14). 


Some, unwilling to accept the fact that some do stop 
believing, thus departing from Divine favor, say that 
such people never really believed in the first place. Or, 
as some would Say it, "They never were really saved." 
Ponder the implications of this deplorably shallow and 
untenable view. If it is true, it would mean Adam and 
Eve were never really in the garden of Eden. It would 
mean the Israelites that fell in the wilderness never 
really came out of Egypt, and never really crossed the 
Red Sea. The angels who fell, not keeping the "first 


8 


estate," really never had an estate in the first place. The 
devil, whom Jesus saw fall from heaven, never was in 
heaven at all. Judas, who "fell by transgression," never 
really had part the ministry at all. 
If it is true that you can never fall out of Divine favor 
once you are in it, then Adam and Eve were never really 
in God's favor. Israel really came out of Egypt on their 
own, and crossed the Red Sea in pretension — even 
though the Spirit says they did it "by faith" (Heb 11:29). 
Such postulates betray a level of ignorance that can in 
no way be justified. It also confirms the tenacious hold 
empty religious tradition can have on a _ person. 


Salvation is always promised to those who ARE 
believing, and never to those who are NOT believing. 
There is such a consistency in this throughout Scripture 
that it requires obstinance and spiritual blindness to fail 
to perceive it. 


The admonition to "put on Christ" requires the 
acceptance of these clear proclamations. If the person 
who has believed assumes he is locked into a saved 
state, independently of what he does, there is, in fact, 
no need to "put on Christ." Those who hold to such a 
position will be held in strict account by the God who 
extended Himself to be sure such postulates were not 
embraced. 


PRAYER POINT: Father, in the name of Jesus, help me 


never to take my faith for granted, but nourish it, 
contend for it, keep it, and fight to maintain it. 


A406S. Sergeant Ave., Joplin, Missouri 64801 
Email: GivenB@aol.com 


Web Site: www.wotruth.com 
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ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 
ARE IN CHRIST 


By Dr. Dallas Burdette 


Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation 
of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he 
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the 
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in 
the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and 
understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his 
will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached 
their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head, even Christ. In him we were also 
chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him 
who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of 
his will, in order that we, who were the first to hope in 
Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also 
were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is 
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of 
those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory 
(Ephesians 1:3-i4). 


the choosing applies to those “in Christ.” redestination has to 
do with redemption and forgiveness of sins and adoption as 
sons of God in Christ. The predestined are those who are “in 
Christ.” Eternal life is open “to all who believe.” Jesus 
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explains the basis of eternal redemption to Nicodemus this 
way: 


As Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so must the Son of 
man be lifted up so that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him. For this is how God loved the world: he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in_him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. For God sent his 
Son into the world not to judge the world, but so that 
through him the world might be saved. No one who 
believes in him will be judged; but whoever does not 
believe is judged already, because that person does not 
believe in the Name of God’s only Son. And the judgement is 
this: though the light has come into the world people have 
preferred darkness to the light because their deeds were evil. 
And indeed, everybody who does wrong hates the light and 
avoids it, to prevent his actions from being shown up; but 
whoever does the truth comes out into the light, so that what 
he is doing may plainly appear as done in God (John 3:14- 
21). 


Included in the Spiritual Blessings Through Faith 


In Him we were chosen. How does one become a part of the 
chosen? How does one become a part of the predestined? 
Paul says, “you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation” 
(Ephesians 1:13). Again, Paul explains election and 
predestination this way: “Having believed, you were 
marked in him” (1:13). Paul could just as easily said, 
“Having believed you were chosen.” He could just as easily 
said, “ Having believed you were predestined.” How does 
one become a part of the elect, the chosen, or the 
predestined? Paul explains: “through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe” (Romans 3:22). 
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The Christian glories “in Christ” because he/she realizes that 
the whole point of the incarnation was that Christ might save 
us from our sins and reconcile us to God. Christ did all of 
that for us. He did this for our sakes; He did this for our sins; 
He did this for our deliverance and emancipation. It is in Him 
that we are saved; it is in Him that we are sanctified. It is all 
in Him: wisdom, righteousness, holiness, and redemption. 


Every believer is both saint and faithful in Christ Jesus. The 
Christian is not only one who believes in Christ, but he is in a 
real sense “in Christ.” The believer belongs to Him; he is 
joined to Him. One cannot help but reflect upon Paul’s words 
to the Christians in Corinth: “Do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own; you were 
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body” (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20). 


In the sixth chapter of Romans, Paul explains that every 
believer identified himself/herself with Christ in his/her 
baptism. Paul writes: 


What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace 
may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can we 
live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. If we have been united with him like this in 
his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified 
with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone 
who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we 
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who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot 
die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death 
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 
Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who 
have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of 
your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin 
shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but 
under grace (Romans 6:1-14). 





Paul is saying that when Christ was crucified, we were 
crucified with Him; when Christ died, we died with Him; 
when Christ was buried, we were buried with Him; when 
Christ rose from the grave, we rose with Him. Jesus is now 
seated in the heavenly places. We too are seated with Christ 
in heavenly places. Listen to Paul as he describes this bliss: 


But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming 
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do (Ephesians 2:4-10). 
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Conclusion 


One cannot help but stagger at such truth—we are a part of 
Christ. Yes, we belong to Him; we are members of the body 
of Christ; we are not our own; we are bought with a price— 
His blood. We enjoy all His spiritual blessings because we 
are “in Christ.” In Him we are a part of those predestined and 
chosen before the foundation of the world. The Christian is 
one who is “in Christ.” One experiences all spiritual 
blessings in Christ—predestination, election, redemption, 
forgiveness of sins, and adoption. Salvation comes “through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus (3:22-25). 
P. O. Box 20274, Montgomery, AL 36120 
Email: dburdette2 1@charger.net 


Web: www.freedominchrist.net 


_ FAITH - IT's MEANING 


By Arnold Hardin 
2722 McCutcheon, Dallas, Texas 75227 


Age has taken it’s toll, being 82. Full time work is 
past. I teach an adult class on Sunday mornings. I have 
never cared for the lecture method thus robbing others of the 
benefits of study from those making up the class. Thus when 
leading in open discussion one had better be prepared for any 
contingency. Recently we finished several months studying 
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Galatians. We are now climbing “the alps of the Bible,” 
being Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 


Our study of recent date focused upon “the Divine formula of 
salvation” found in Ephesians 2:8-10. Paul set forth God’s 
means of saving sinners, yet, within our fellowship most just 
doesn’t seem to get it. They refused to accept the untarnished 
truth of God’s grace and man’s only means of accepting it. 
“For by grace have you been saved through faith...” When 
one dares to use the word “only” in reference to God’s grace 
brethren see red. But why? Is not the grace of God the only 
procuring cause of salvation? Are we not saved by the blood 
of Christ and that alone? 


What is the nature of the atonement of Christ? It is the God 
ordained means of counteracting the demerit of sin. It is the 
remedy for the disease of sin. It is the sole cause of man’s 
salvation; that is, the blood of Christ is the only consideration 
of which God can justify the sinner. Yet in spite of this 
cardinal truth controversy arises. 


Paul goes on to say that this atonement must be received 
through faith. As I led the class in understanding “grace 
through faith” another retired preacher took great exception 
to my saying that faith is the sinner’s trust in what took place 
at Calvary. He even challenged me to debate the matter. He 
maintained that faith does not mean the sinner’s own faith as 
related to God’s grace, but that it means the system of faith or 
the gospel which he construes to be another system of law. 


This brother is so typical of so many in churches of Christ. 
Burton Coffman in his commentary on Ephesians denies, of 
all things, that grace is accepted through the sinner’s 
trust/faith in Christ as Savior. He says “The most likely of 
this phrase (through faith), as attested by the Emphatic 
Diaglott rendition of it, is ‘through the faith’ that is through 
the Christian faith , or the Christian religion.” Such denials 
place us right back under some pattern of law which is no 
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different to that of the law of Moses. Our brother argues 
against such trust/faith being true at length when commenting 
upon “that no man should glory” he wrote “faith...” not in 
one’s self but in the crucified Savior — any ground of glorying 
here?” 


That was precisely Paul’s point. Good works flow out of 
one’s trust in and love from Christ. Patternism obligates us to 
keep ourselves saved. Most of our brethren still defend 
patternistic formulas that demand we cross every “t” and dot 
every “i”. We need not wonder why we witness so many 
major divisions among churches of Christ. One gets dizzy 


trying to figure out whose pattern is the only true one. 


Grace and faith are correlatives, implying each other, whereas 
merit and grace are antipodes, mutually exclusive. We are 
warned of trying to mix the two which leads to a falling 
“away from grace” (Gal. 5:4). Justification “is of faith that it 
may be according to grace” (Rom. 4:16). Notice how Paul 
stated clearly this matter when talking to the Ephesian Elders. 
“Repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Acts 20:21). This represents in principle all that is 
involved or that is necessary in order to salvation. 


Recently on a Sunday evening I heard a splendid sermon on 
salvation by grace. 1 was pleasantly surprised at what I heard. 
The brother pointed out that grace and obedience are not 
exclusive. Such is correct. However, he charged some 
among us as teaching that one does not have to obey God’s 
commandments in order to be saved since we are saved by 
grace (alone). It would be interesting to hear him document 
his evidence against those he says are teaching such. But 
then what of one’s obedience? He went on to say that when 
we have obeyed all required of us we are still nothing but 
unworthy servants as declared our Lord. What is left as the 
basis of our salvation save the grace of God? Fairness to 
truth and others is needed! 


LEGALISM AND UNITY 
IN DIVERSITY 


By J. James Albert 
Email: albert.j@attbi.com 


Probably when some of you read above what this 
article is about you thought to yourself how are these two 
connected or related? You might say that they are inversely 
related. I get over a dozen periodicals that run a spectrum of 
thought that goes from extremely conservative to very liberal 
to use the vernacular common to brethren in the churches of 
Christ. Personally, I don’t like our use of the terms because 
they are misleading and relative. Generally, a conservative is 
one who opposes what we do or have and a liberal is one who 
does or has what we oppose. Sweepingly classifying brethren 
as conservative or liberal does more harm than good. Every 
one of us is a conservative to some and a liberal to others. 


When I say that legalism and unity in diversity are 
inversely related I mean that generally those who advocate 
and promote the philosophy of legalism oppose in theory the 
concept of unity in diversity, while those who oppose the 
philosophy of legalism advocate and promote the concept of 
unity in diversity. What I have just said is to be expected and 
logical if you understand the rationalization of human minds 
relative to these ideas 


Recently in some of the journals I receive there have 
been a number of articles promoting legalism and castigating 
the idea of unity in diversity. In both cases it is my thinking 
that these writers misunderstanding and advocating positions 
that are not only unscriptural, but detrimental to the cause of 
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Christ as well as untenable in practice. Let us take a brief 
look at each of these issues. 


LEGALISM __One writer said, “I admit it —I am a legalist. 
If a legalist is someone who believes in a literal and strict 
interpretation of the scriptures then I am one. If a legalist 
maintains that people must carefully and even scrupulously: 
follow the scriptures then I am indeed one of them. I see no 
reason to deny it. After all, it is precisely what Jesus taught. 
And, if Jesus was a legalist, then I want to be one too!” 


Let me tell you that when I use the term “Legalist” I 
am not referring to a person who is trying his or her best to 
understand God’s written word and follow it as closely as 
possible. I try to do that as meticulously and scrupulously as 
I can. I think adhering to the commands of the Lord and 
obeying God’s written word conscientiously according to our 
understanding is a way to demonstrate our love for God. 


A legalist is a person who thinks he or she is under a 
written code of law and is saved by living up to it. A 
righteous person is one who lives up to the code and both 
attains and sustains righteousness on that basis. This is not 
possible. Jesus lived under the Law of Moses and kept it 
perfectly, but we don’t live under a legal code like the Law of 
Moses, one reason being that we can’t keep a law perfectly so 
as to be saved. 


We are not under law but under grace. Justification is 
not something we earn, it is by divine declaration. It is upon 
the basis of faith in the Son of God. The same writer who 
pinned the above quote recognizes this in the following quote 
then contradicts himself by preaching another gospel. Note 
the following: 


“T am not a legalist in the sense that I believe a person 
can be saved by merely keeping the letter of the law. No, 
indeed! It is Jesus who saves! Only by the grace of God as 
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revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ can we obtain salvation, 
But, dear reader, I do believe that Legalism and a right- 
relationship with God can only be achieved if we strictly and 
scrupulously obey the commandments. I admit it, I am a 
legalist.” 


Salvation is a gift of God. We don’t obtain it. We 
don’t achieve salvation and a right standing with God with 
strictly and scrupulously obeying the obeying the 
commandments of the Lord. It’s impossible and to attempt to 
do so is to fall from grace (Gal. 5:4). Jesus Christ is our 
righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21) and it is of him that we should 
boast or brag, not of our being legalists. The Pharisees did the 
latter and thanked God that they weren’t like other sinners 
and Jesus didn’t speak very highly of them. 


Another writer said, “ ‘You are a legalist’ is a charge 
often leveled at those who teach salvation by obedience plea 
is, ‘Guilty as charged.’ The Bible is made up of two books. 
We call them the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
The word testament signifies.a legal document. One that sets 
forth the terms under which an estate is to be inherited. To 
fail to meet these conditions of the testament is to disqualify 
one’s self, thereby forfeiting all claims to the inheritance. 
Therefore the words of the testament are law as far as the 
heirs are concerned.” 


If this is true no one in the first century was saved 
because they had no law book. Where in the scriptures are 
Matthew through Revelation called a New Testament? John 
said, “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and 
truth come through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). Our legalist 
writer quoted above is saying, “The law came by Moses, and 
another one came by Jesus Christ.” If he is correct then we 
are all doomed because we are disqualifying ourselves and 
forfeiting all claims to the inheritance because none of us 
keep God’s commands or follow his written word perfectly. 
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ROMANS 5 AND OTHER 
STARTING PLACES (CONT’D) 


By R. L. Kilpatrick 


As we suggested in the first installment Romans 
5:12ff is probably the best place to start a study of this 
powerful, all-revealing book, but we also annotated that there 
are other starting places — such as the beginning of the book. 
But to use an old clique, this place is fraught with dangers. In 
fact this is the place where Martin Luther began his doctrinal 
changing study and it almost — if not actually — made him an 
agnostic. He read the first 16 verses with no problem, and 
then he came to verse 17 and ran into a doctrinal brick wall. 
He ranted and raved and all because he misunderstood the 
word righteousness which can also mean justice. The Greek 
word can be translated Righteousness or Justice and the 
proper meaning depends on the context in which they are 
used. For example, justice can mean a retributive form of 
justice upon the recipient (the sinner) and righteousness 
usually refers to a Holy God who bestows his own 
righteousness upon the repentant sinner. The verse that 
plagued Luther reads: “For in it (the gospel—RLK) the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith,” here 
Luther was reading Righteousness as a retributive kind of 
justice, of which God was inflicting upon all mankind. In his 
frustration Luther said: . 


“T had been seized with a really extraordinary ardor to 
understand Paul in the letter to the Romans, but until then 
there stood in my way, not coldness of blood, but this one 
world, i.e., Rom. 1:17, ‘The justice of God is revealed in it.’ 
For I hated this word ‘The justice of God’ which by the use 
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and usage of all the doctors I was taught to understand 
philosophically in terms of so-called format or active justice 
with which God is just and also punishes the sinner and the 
unrighteous. 

“For however irreproachably I lived I felt myself 
before God to be a sinner with a most unquiet conscience nor 
could I be confident that I had pleased Him with my 
satisfaction. I did not love, nay, rather I hated this righteous 
God who punishes sinners, and if not with tacit blasphemy, 
certainly with huge murmurings [ was angry with God, 
saying: ‘As though it really were not enough that miserable 
sinners should be eternally damned with original sin and have 
all kinds of calamities laid upon them by the law of the ten 
commandments, God must go and add sorrow upon sorrow 
and even through the gospel itself bring his justice and wrath 
to bear?’ I raged in this way with a wildly aroused and 
disturbed conscience, and yet I knocked importunately at Paul 
in this passage, thirsting more ardently to know what Paul 
meant. At last, God being merciful as I thought about it day 
and night. I noticed the context of the words, namely, the 
justice of God is revealed in it; as it is written, the just shall 
live by faith.” Then and there I began to understand the 
justice of God as that by which the righteous man lives by the 
gift of God, namely by faith, and this sentence, ‘The justice of 
God is revealed in the gospel to be that passive justice with 
which the merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is written 
“The just shall live by faith.” This made me feel as though 
reborn and as though I had entered the Gates into Paradise 
itself.” 


I wish and pray that the whole world may one day 
experience the feelings of Luther, the freedom that is in Christ 
once we have put off the shackles of legalism. The 
Righteousness of God is a passive righteous bestowed upon 
us from heaven itself. We did not earn it. We do not deserve 
it. It is a foreign righteousness from God granted on the basis 
of our faith in Jesus. Luther goes on and says: “From then 


a3 


on, the whole face of scripture appeared different. I ran 
through the scriptures as memory served and found the other 
words had the same meaning. . . 

“And now, much as I had hated the word ‘justice of 
God’ before, so much the more sweetly I extolled this word 
now, so that this passage in Paul was to me a real gate to 
Paradise” (Lectures on Romans, p. 36 and 37, Westminster 
Press). 


Luther’s experience has been the object for the Ensign 
for almost 30 years. You too can have such a monumental, 
exhilarating revelation by simply allowing Paul to direct your 
thoughts instead of clinging to a law-righteousness which is 
fatal for the Christian. You simply can’t live that way. No 
one is above sinning and the final result is a rejection of 
God’s free gift to man and brings death. 


Are you sure that now you want to start with a verse 
by verse study of chapter 1. It’s great that you have such 
ambition but you will have to be prepared to wrestle with 
verse 17 as did Martin Luther. 


But even this is not an explanation of why Paul 
launches into such a drastic and abrupt change from the 
simple facts of verses 1 thru 16. Perhaps we should continue 
with verse 17 for herein lies the theme of the book of 
Romans. First the KJV is somewhat misleading by saying 
that the “just shall live by faith.” This is taken to mean that 
the righteous man of God will live his life on earth by the 
faith that he gained for himself by studying the scriptures. 
This is obvious. Of course the child of God will live this life 
by faith, But this is nothing in comparison to the real 
meaning of verse 17f. The RSV has the correct rendering, 
“He who through faith is righteous shall live.” And we may 
further clarify — “He who has received the Righteousness of 
God by faith has passed from death unto life. The “life” lived 
here means Eternal Life, not life while in the flesh on earth. 
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As we said before, this is the theme of the Roman letter. 
Normally the title of a book is placed in the beginning — or on 
the cover. But here Paul is stating what is to follow which he 
intends to prove. “He who through faith is righteous...” This 
is simply the Pauline style. You will notice that when he 
finishes one subject he starts the next with “Therefore...” 
Therefore what? Therefore on the basis of what we have 
established in point one, let’s build upon point two. He then 
launches into a dissertation to prove point two. This is Paul’s 
way of leading the reader so that he may reach his own 
conclusion. This is what is called the “Developmental 
Approach”-- state the facts and let the hearer reach the proper 
conclusion. 


Today if we could get brethren to even listen to the 
facts they would eventually “Enter the Gates of Paradise” as 
Luther expressed it. We simply must get on Paul’s 
wavelength or we’ll never discover the truth of the Gospel. 
Actually Romans may and must be divided into two parts. 
The first part is to convince the justified sinner that “He 
through faith is righteous.” The next part of Romans is “Shall 
Live.” Part one ends with chapter 8 and the second part starts 
with chapter 9 through the remainder of the book. The two 
parts may be subdivided but all of them are designed to prove 
the main theme of their part. In chapters 2, 3, 4 Paul shows us 
the aspects of faith — its absolute essentiality as a gift of God 
and the rejection of man-made works of righteousness. In 5, 
6, 7, and 8 Paul shows the history of man, how he got into 
such a mess to begin with, and now his freedom from it. 


Chapter 5, dead to the wrath of God. In this chapter Paul 
speaks of the freedom from the wrath of God and being free 
of this power of bondage. “Since, therefore, we are now 
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God.” 
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Chapter 6, dead to sin: Paul asked, “What shall we say 
then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By 
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 


Chapter 7, dead to law. “Likewise, my brethren you have 
died to the law through the body of Christ , so that you may 
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead 
in order that we might bear fruit for God.” He says further 
“But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that which 
held us captive...” 


Chapter 8, dead to death (note that to be dead from anything 
is to be removed from it). There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ has set me free of the law of sin 
and death” 
2710 Day Road, Huntsville, AL 35801 
Email: kilpatrick20@comcast.net 


THE FOCUS OF LEGALISM 


By Neal Griffin 





One does not need to be around a legalist very long before his 
orientation comes to the front for "out of the mouth proceed 
the issues of the heart". If one is of the persuasion that 
salvation is dependent upon what man does that is precisely 
where his emphasis will be--on law keeping. There is a vast 
chasm between obedience that is grace motivated and 
obedience that is law motivated. Grace motivation is 
altogether different from law motivation. 
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God wants His children to be HEART motivated. He has no 
regard for Pharisaical obedience. New Covenant obedience 
springs forth from grateful recipients of salvation on whose 
hearts God's laws are written. David asked God to instill in 
him a pure heart that he might not sin against Him. The kind 
of obedience God desires is that which declares, "It is no 
longer I but Christ Who lives in me". This is obedience that 
gives God all of the glory for salvation. Christ's New 
Covenant religion does not feature "law" righteousness. It 
features the righteousness that comes down from above, the 
righteousness that is of faith (Phil. 3:9). 


Salvation was never intended to demonstrate man's 
righteousness. Salvation is altogether a demonstration of 
God's righteousness. Salvation is of God. Salvation is 
impossible on the part of man (Matt. 19:26). When we allow 
Christ to live in our hearts, when we clothe ourselves with the 
New Covenant personality our obedience will be the 
outcropping of Christ living in us. It will not be by reason of 
the demands of law. It will be Spirit motivated. The letter 
kills while the Spirit makes alive (II Cor. 3:6). New Covenant 
religion is a religion of the heart. 


What it narrows down to is this: Legalism emphasizes what 
man does in the process of salvation. It puffs up and inflates 
the ego with imagined worthiness while grace emphasizes 
what God has done through Jesus. Salvation is a free gift from 
God. It is entirely of God and the legalist insults our Divine 
Host when he tries to pay Him for His gift. He insults Him 
when he insists on paying his own way. This is what the 
proud ruler of Matthew 19 wished to do. The question 
narrows down to this: Is our obedience grace motivated from 
the heart or is it law motivated? Judge ye! 


As we work out the duration of our salvation God causes us to 
be heart motivated. He causes us to "want" to be obedient to 
Him (Phil. 2:12-13). All New Covenant law keeping can be 
narrowed down to the "new commandment", that princely 


PA 


commandment, on which rests the law and the prophets and 
that is to love one another. But even then we are not 
authorized to boast in our law keeping. It is the love of the 
Lord Jesus emanating from us. Let us boast in Him! (Ps. 34:2 
and 44:8, also Eph. 2:9). 


10514 Bar X Trail. Helotes, TX 78023 
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By Given O. Blakely 


"God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him.” (1 John 4:9) 


Now, the purpose for Christ's entrance into the world is more 
specifically defined. From a more general point of view, the 
Son came into the world in order that people might have 
eternal life and not be condemned. But John takes the matter 
even deeper, confirming this is no shallow love that we are 
being given to see. The purpose is brief but pungent: "that we 
might LIVE through Him." When He was dwelling among us, 
Jesus said He came that we might "have life," and "have it 
more abundantly” (John 10:10) 


Having, or possessing, eternal life, is a condition that impacts 
upon the manner in which we actually conduct our lives — the 
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way we think, how we express ourselves in words and deeds, 
and the focus or purpose of our lives. There are views of 
eternal life that are merely theoretical, and have little to do 
with living consciously and deliberately unto the Lord. The 
Spirit therefore elaborates on this subject in order to deliver 
us from such false notions. 


REQUIRES DEATH TO THE LAW 


Life in Christ presumes death to the world and its ways. As it 
is written, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God" (Col 3:3). When we were baptized into Christ, we were 
raised by the Father to "walk in newness of life," having been 
buried INTO death (Rom 6:4). Jesus was sent into the world 
in order that this life could be realized by us. It is a life that 
cannot join in alliance with this world, and involves a loss of 
affection for the things of this world. Eternal life and 
allegiance with the world are an admixture — mee cannot be 
joined together. 


REQUIRES DEATH TO THE LAW 


Those participating in this life have become dead to the Law, 
having passed beyond its condemnation. As it is written, "For 
I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto 
God" (Gal 2:19). It is not possible to be alive and sensitive to 
God while remaining under the bludgeon of the Law. God did 
not send Jesus into the world so that we could be better 
governed, but so we could "live unto," or for, Him. Jesus has 
delivered us from the Law as a means to righteousness, and 
therefore it cannot condemn those who are in Him. In that 
sense, we have been "delivered from the Law" (Rom 7:6). 
Although we love the Law, and it is written upon our hearts, 
we do not trust it for justification. 


A DOMINATING LIFE 
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This is a dominating life, as confirmed in the words, "For if 
by one man's offense death reigned by one; much more they 
which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness shall REIGN IN LIFE by one, Jesus Christ" 
(Rom 5:17). Spiritual life cannot be lived by fits and starts, or 
in cycles and seasons. If it does not reign, it will wane. If it 
does not dominate, it will dissipate. Jesus came into the world 
in order that we might experience this type of life. When the 
love of God is placed into the background of life, the love of 
the world comes to the forefront. When that condition ensues, 
the individual becomes a friend of the world and the enemy of 
God (James 4:4). Jesus was sent into the world to free us from 
such things. 


This is nothing less than "eternal life." While it is presently 
only in the first fruits: sense, yet it is very real and very 
effectual. The person imbibing Christ HAS eternal life (John 
6:54). This is God's gift to us "through Jesus Christ our Lord" 
(Rom 6:23). It is what we are exhorted to lay hold of, being 
aware of its presence and power (1 Tim. 6:12). 


Any approach to religion that does not contribute to the 
development of spiritual life, is a delusion from the devil. It 
has nothing whatsoever to do with Divine intent or the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but is spurious and to be rejected as a poison to 
the soul. If God sent His Son into the world that we might 
"live through Him," woe be to the person or procedure that 
stifles that life! If the soul becomes dull toward God, death is 
imminent. If a person's religion causes such a condition, a 
most serious situation is present, and must be addressed 
immediately. 


An absence of life in a professed Christian indicates that, to 
some degree, Jesus has been refused. If God sent His only 
begotten on into the world that we might live through Him, 
the absence of such life can only mean the Son has NOT been 
embraced. If this were not the case, God would be proved a 
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liar, and His purpose frustrated. Who is the person who would 
dare to affirm such things to be possible? 


Let every soul embrace the Son, without reservation and with 
all zeal. When this takes place, the love of God will be 
confirmed to us. Then we will see more clearly that God's 
abundant love has not only brought us forgiveness of sin, but 
abundant access to himself. 


In a very real sense, we are presently being saved, or kept 
alive, by Jesus Christ. Is it not written, "For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we SHALL BE SAVED BY 
HIS LIFE" (Rom 5:10). Not only, therefore, were we raised 
from death in trespasses and sins by Him, we are presently 
living by Him, that is, by His interceding and mediating 
"life." Thus the Spirit testifies, "Wherefore He is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, 
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb 
7:25). The continual work of Christ in the behalf of the saints 
sets the tone for all Kingdom work. 


Settle it in your heart, if Jesus continually makes intercession 
for us, it is because it is required. Only eternity will fully tell 
how low sin brought us, and how high grace is bringing us! 
Praise the Lord! In the meantime, you have a life that is to be 
lived in the power of Christ. See that you do it. 


PRAYER POINT: Father, in the name of Jesus, I commit 
myself to remove anything in my life that inhibits the 
expression of the life you have given me through Jesus. 


406 S. Sergeant Ave., Joplin, Missouri 64801 


Email: GivenB@aol.com 
Web: www.wot.com 


a1 


IT IS FINISHED 


By Arnold Hardin 


I grew up on a farm and for that I am thankful for the 
lessons learned. My favorite time of day was the small space 
between sun down and dark. Yes that may appear strange so 
let me explain. We worked in the field from sun up to sun 
down. Those long hours under the searing sun drained a good 
deal of youthful strength. The sun seemed to hang endlessly 
in the western sky before doing its disappearing act. That 
hour between dusk and dark proclaimed — It Is Finished. The 
toil of another day was completed and soon the animals 
would be watered and fed; and we would sit down on the 
family bench for an evening meal of cornbread and milk. 


Paul well knew, far better than most, the meaning and 
joy of It Is Finished. “I have finished my course” and I can 
hear those words as previously written to Timothy when he 
was taken and beheaded. The wonders of salvation would not 
have been explained so well had not God chosen Paul through 
whom to reveal the eternal mystery — “IT IS FINISHED.” 


But never in all eternity were those words IT IS 
FINISHED ever so meaningful for the fallen race of man as 
when Jesus surrendered his life with a triumphant shout 
stormed the gates of Satan’s domain with “IT IS FINISHED” 
(John 19:30). Day of all days; God commandeered his own 
crucifixion and of necessity had to turn his face from his Son. 
But the hill called the Skull became a granite studded with 
stakes to which we can anchor our Jives and eternal futures. 


So 


“Tt Is Finished;” but what? The mystery of how God in his 
infinite wisdom was going to bring about the salvation of 
sinful mankind was now finished. Peter, of this eternal 
mystery, now revealed in 1 Peter 1:6-13. The end of our faith 
is the salvation of our souls which salvation the prophets of 
old had searched diligently when they had spoken of the grace 
that was to be given to us. They spoke of the sufferings of 
Christ and the glory that would follow. It being revealed unto 
them that did not speak of themselves but unto us; and even 
angels desired to understand. 


Paul revealed the mystery to the Ephesians (Eph. 3). 
The mystery was not revealed to generations past but now 
revealed through the apostles and prophets. “That is, that the 
Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow—members of the body, 
and fellow-partakers of the promise of Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.” The time had come that the mystery should be 
made known to “the principalities and powers in the heavenly 
places;” even the manifold wisdom of God being made 
known through the church. - 


“IT IS FINISHED.” In the second place that cry of 
victory meant that all imperfections had ended. Visit again 
Hebrews 10. God required animal sacrifices, yet, at the same 
time had no pleasure in them for it is impossible that the bulls 
and goats should take away sin. Therefore Jesus Christ was 
given a body and in that body he took away the “first” that he 
might establish the second (not a second law), “by which will 
(the shedding of his own blood) we have been sanctified by 
the offering of the body of Christ once and for all” (Heb. 
10:8-15). 


“For the law made nothing perfect” (Heb. 7:14). 
Christ became our High Priest thus setting aside the principle 
of law. The Jews could not imagine one being saved without 
the works of law. Thus they rejected God’s righteousness and 
sought to establish their own (Rom. 10:1-6). Why did so 
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many refuse to understand that to be saved by works of law is 
impossible for under the covenant they were already lost? 
Law has only the possibility to kill. It could not resurrect a 
dead man (Eph. 2:4-6). We must choose to live by law or 
faith (Gal. 2:21). Grace nullified law and faith nullified 
meritorious works (Rom. 3:27-31). 


“It Is Finished.” In the third place our imperfections 
are erased. The apostles were sure they would never be 
offended in Christ. How wrong they were. Yet, God’s love 
would not allow him to let go of them. So it is with us. Since 
we are saved by grace through faith we can live an honest life 
instead of cringing before the “fires” of hell. We are not 
perfect within ourselves so confess your weakness, and 
because of the perfection given to you in Christ, serve him 
with the deepest gratitude and love. 


In the March issue of Gospel Minutes, one 
complained that it had been written that we will be as good as 
Christ. Such is pure heresy to most.as they cannot perceive of 
salvation being other than human achievement (at least 
partially, percentage wise). 


Robert Shank in his book, LIFE IN THE SON sums it 
up well “It is Finished. Our Savior’s triumphant cry marked 
the completion of the offering of his soul for sin. He had 
drained the bitter cup of its last vile dregs. The angry venom 
of sin was spent. Gone forever was the dreadful gulf imposed 
by sin. Once again he knew the Father’s gracious presence: 
‘Father into thy hands...’ bowing his head he dismissed his 
spirit, and the body in which he had borne our sins on the tree 
became the prey of death. The full penalty for sin had been 
paid.” 


An objective reconciliation had been accomplished for 
all (Rom. 5:18). “But what has been provided must be 
appropriated; what is objective must become subjective” (2 
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Cor. 5:20). “The just shali live by faith,” not of works of law. 
God gave the law as a guideline; the Jews turned it into a 
redemptive scheme. Brethren stop imitating the Jews by 
saying we are not saved by the law of Moses, but by “a new 
law” given by Christ, you vilify the cross by such legalistic 
religious concepts. 

2722 McCutcheon, Dallas, Texas 75227 


Overview of the Book of Ephesians 
The Mystery of the Gospel 


By Dr. Dallas Burdette 


Mystery Developed in Detail 
Ephesians 3:3, 4, 6, 9 


The next four occurrences of this word mystery are 
found in the third chapter. An analysis of the word mystery 
in each of the four verses reveals the nature of this mystery. 
This mystery is about “the administration of God’s grace” 
(3:2). Paul, as it were, employs various phrases to capture the 
word mystery—‘“the word of truth,” “the gospel of your 
salvation,” and “the administration of God’s grace.” Prior to 
this last phrase—“the administration of God’s grace”—Paul 
explains the benefits that result from one’s union with Christ, 
which is what the mystery is all about (2:11-22). Thus, Paul 
begins the third chapter with the words: “For this reason” 
(3:1). Then in verses 3—9, he develops the very heart of this 
“mystery” that he wanted God to allow the Ephesians to 
recognize the full import of what He had achieved in and 
through Jesus Christ. The following verses expound the 
substance of this mystery: 


? Surely you have heard about the administration 
of God’s grace that was given to me for you, ° that 
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is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as 
I have already written briefly. * In reading this, 
then, you will be able to understand my insight into 
the mystery of Christ, > which was not made known 
to men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and 
prophets. ° This mystery is that through the gospel 
the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 
together of one body, and sharers together in the 
promise in Christ Jesus. ’I became a servant of this 
gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power. * Although I am less than 
the least of all God’s people, this grace was given 
me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, ’ and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages past 
was kept hidden in God, who created all things. ‘° 
His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, '’ 
according to his eternal purpose which he 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. '? In him 
and through faith in him we may approach God 
with freedom and confidence. '? I ask you, 
therefore, not to be discouraged because of my 
sufferings for you, which are your glory (3:2-23). 








In verse two, Paul calls this mystery 


“administration of God’s grace,” but in verse nine, he calls it 
“the administration of this mystery.” Then in verse three, he 
identifies this “administration of God’s grace” as “the 
mystery made known to me by revelation.” Also in verse 
three, he says, “As I have already written briefly.” Where had 
Paul “written briefly” about this mystery? Just a casual glance 
at 1:3-14 and 1:17-23 reveals the “administration of God’s 
grace” as equivalent to “the administration of this mystery.” 
In 3:3, he repeats what he desired in 1:18, namely, the 
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comprehension of insight into the vastness of this marvelous 
feat of redemption for both Jew and Gentile in and through 
Jesus Christ (2:14; 3:6). 


Paul goes right to the heart of this mystery when he 
writes: “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles 
are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, 
and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus” (3:6). The 
phrase “one body” is significant. In chapter two, Paul speaks 
of “one new man” (2:15), “one body” (2:16), and “one spirit” 
(2:18). In chapter four, Paul calls for unity because there is 
just “one body” and “one Spirit” (4:1-6). The prophets had 
prophesied this mystery, but the prophets did not understand 
when the coming of Christ would take place. Peter describes 
this mystery as “this salvation” as well as “the grace that was 
to come.” Peter, too, develops the unfolding of this mystery 
that had been kept hidden, even from the prophets: 


Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the 
grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the 
greatest care, '! trying to find out the time and circumstances 
to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 
follow. '* It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have 
now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to 
look into these things (1 Peter 1:10-12). 


The prophets tried to find out when all this would take place. 
This mystery was hidden even from the angels. They, too, 
desired to stoop low and look into this marvelous grace, 
which was hidden in God. In Ephesians 3, Paul informs the 
Ephesians that “His intent was that now, through the church, 
the manifold wisdom of God should be make known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his 
eternal purpose when he accomplished in Christ Jesus. our 
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Lord” (Ephesians 3:10-11). In other words, the church is a 
university, so to speak, for the angelic host. It is through the 
church that the angels learn about this salvation by grace 
through faith in His Son Jesus. If one preaches the mystery of 
God’s will, then one preaches the Gospel, namely, Jesus. 


In 3:6-13, Paul elaborates on the mystery as the unfolding of 
God’s grace to the Gentiles. God extended grace to Paul in 
order that he might “preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 
hidden in God, who created all things” (3:8-9). When one 
discusses the “unsearchable riches of Christ,” one is 
discussing the “administration of this mystery.” When one 
preaches the gospel, he/she is divulging the means whereby 
God reconciles the world unto Himself. Paul forcefully 
concludes with his summation of this mystery that he wrote 
about briefly in the first chapter: “In him and through faith 
in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence” 
(3:12). Jesus is the object of one’s faith. Since Jesus is the 
object of this “one faith,” then Paul speaks of “one Lord” and 
“one faith” (4:5). (Continued) 
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GONE -— Another one of our brothers at Grassy had 
gone to be with the Lord. Brother Radford Cox 
passed away in the latter part of December, 2002. 
Radford was a long-time member of the Grassy 
church and his death came as a great shock to all of 
us. He was a picture of health, quiet, unassuming, 
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and he was at the services each Sunday unless 
providentially hindered. He either died of a massive 
heart attack or stroke, and he died peacefully as if he 
was taking a nap. He was married to Faye Cox and 
had one son. Radford taught us something about 
living the quite life and in many other ways will he 
live on through the influence he had on everyone 
who knew him. Thank God for his Son Jesus and the 
resurrection for through Him our inheritance is 
guaranteed, and then we will all be reunited in the 
afterlife. We offer our condolences to the family. 


Cessation. We have had many letters and Email’s 
from our readers. All of them expressed regrets that 
we have to hang it up,- but most say that after 30 
years I deserve a rest. I can’t help but wonder what 
its going to be like not having to get the next issue 
ready for print. I will miss it for sure but at the same 
time it’s a burden that I will gladly set aside. 


I still have most bound volumes that go back 
to most of the 90’s and since there is no bound 
volume for 2002 I will send them loose-leaf through 
April, 2003 at a cost of $5.00 plus postage. We also 
have on hand two or three booklets written by 
Norman L. Parks. I will mail these if you pay the 
postage. And, yes, I still plan to put in booklet form 
the articles on “Restructuring the Church”. I will try 
to contact all of our readers, using the present 
mailing list. - Editor 
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GOD’S REJECTION 
OF ISRAEL 


By R. L. Kilpatrick 


Due to the short time remaining we will have to 
condense the rest of Romans. We left off after the 
completion of chapter 8 and now we begin the second part of 
this great book which embraces chapters 9 thru 16, with the 
second division of chapters 9 thru 11. 


Some scholars believe that Paul had already 
exhausted the subject after chapter 8 and now he rests from 
his doctrinal labors and goes off on a tangent totally 
unrelated from the theme derived from verse 17 of Romans 
1; 1.e., “He through faith is righteous shall live.” But 
chapter 9 is perfectly in line with Paul’s method of 
reasoning. First he proclaims that the righteousness of faith 
is not against the promises of God. But he anticipates an 
argument that the Jews could make conceming their 
rejection. Paul said in 3:3-4, “What if some were unfaithful? 
Does their unfaithfulness nullify the faithfulness of God? 
By no means! Let God be true though every man be 
false...” Here Paul is saying clearly that even though The 
Jews became unfaithful it does not alter the faithfulness and 
the promises that God made to them. He was going to 
remain true to his word in any case. 


The problem arises in chapter 9. After annotating the 
ways that Israel was blessed in having the promises of God; 
i.e., “They are Israelites, and to them belong the sonship, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and 
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the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and of their 
race, according to the flesh, is the Christ. God who is over 
all be blessed forever” (verses 4-5). Now Paul refutes the 
conclusion that some may reach respecting chapter 3:3-4 — 
that God is faithful even though Israel becomes unfaithful. 


“But it is not as though the word of God had failed. 
For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
and not all are children of Abraham because they are his 
descendants; but ‘Through Isaac shall your descendants be 
named.’ This means that it is not the children of the flesh 
who are the children of God, but the children of the promise 
are reckoned as descendants” (9:6-8). 


Paul was dealing with an extremely complicated 
matter--how to harmonize chapter 3:3,4 with 9:6-8 He 
seems to dismiss the whole problem by saying, in so many 
words, that God can do whatever He wants to do and no one 
had the right to question Him. He names several instances 
in history where God chose some simply because it was His — 
desire to do so. He chose Isaac over Abraham. Isaac 
married Rebecca who had twins, Jacob and Esau. God 
chose Jacob for the Messianic lineage even though Esau was 
the oldest and customarily the one who would receive the 
blessing. This divine choosing was done before they were 
born and before either of them had done anything good or 
bad. Then why did He choose Jacob. It was simply God’s 
desire to do so. He was calling the shots, so to speak. “What 
shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no 
means! For he says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” So it depends not upon man’s will or exertion, 
but upon God’s mercy. For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “I 
have raised you up for the very purpose of showing my 
power in you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the 
earth. So then he has mercy upon whomever he wills, and 
he hardens the heart of whomever he wills. You will say to 
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me then, ‘Why dies he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?’ (In other words, if God hardens the hearts of those 
who were unfaithful, why does he still find fault with those 
whose hearts were hardened?) But who are you a man to 
answer back to God.” 


It seems that Paul has painted himself into a corner 
and the only way out is to turn on the one asking the 
question — who are you to talk back to God He refuses to 
even consider the question because he has no answer. He 
reminds the questioner that God is the potter and man is the 
clay, therefore He can shape the clay anyway he pleases. 


Therefore, God can reject Israel and remain faithful 
to Himself simply because He meant “spiritual Israel” 
instead of “fleshly Israel,” even though this was not made 
entirely clear prior to this time. It seemed to Israel that God 
had gone back on the promises made to their forefathers 
concerning the Messiah. They had little or no knowledge of 
the “spirituality” of the promise. Anders Nygren writes: 
“Paul seems to have fallen into an inescapable dilemma in 
which he will have to choose between these alternatives: 
either the gospel which he has proclaimed, that is, the gospel 
of righteous of faith revealed through Christ, or God’s 
truthfulness and faithfulness. Is the righteousness of faith 
then actually contrary to God’s promises, so that God 
thereby takes back the promises that he had formerly given? 
If that were the case, it would mean a catastrophe for ali of 
Paul’s preaching.” 

Commentary of Romans, (Fortress Press, Philadelphia, Pa), 
p. 357. 

In this same connection Nygren goes on to say: 
“Thus in the third part of the epistle Paul intends to show 
that the righteousness of faith is not contrary to God’s 
promises. To that end he presents three main arguments. (1) 
He who gave the promises is God himself, who is sovereign. 
Thus all depends on whom God has chosen to be ‘the 
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children of promise.” When God gave the promises He 
determined that they should belong to those who believe in 
Christ. (2) When Israel, directly contrary to God, seeks for 
righteousness by the way of works, she makes herself 
responsible for her rejection.* (3) And yet that rejection is 
not final and decisive. By this very rejection God brings 
about the situation necessary for Israel’s final salvation.” 
Ibid. 359 

(Israel’s final inclusion is covered in chapter 11.) 


*Paul wrote, “What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who 
did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, 
righteousness through faith; but that Israel who pursued the 
righteousness which is based on law did not succeed in 
fulfilling that law. Why? Because they did not pursue it 
through faith, but as if it were based on works” (9:31-32). In 
chapter 10 Paul explains that they had the gospel preached to 
them. 


“For, ‘everyone who calls upon the Lord will be 
saved. (Joel 2:32, RLK) But how are men to call upon him 
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him whom they have never heard? And how are 
they to hear without a preacher? And how can men preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the 
feet of those who preach the good news!’ (Isa. 52:7, RLK). 
But they have not all heeded the gospel; for Isaiah says, 
‘Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us? So faith 
comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the 
preaching of Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed 
they have; for ‘their voice has gone out to all the earth’.” 
(Ps. 19:4). (Go to page 59, bottom of page.) 


We trust that we have created enough interest in this 
epistle to the Romans that the reader will continue to search 
for the spiritual gold mine contained in this great book. 
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The Outcome of This Mystery 
Ephesians 2:11-22 


By Dr. Dallas Burdette 


The first three chapters of Ephesians describe in 
detail the “mystery of His will” (1:9). The objective of this 
essay thus far has been to zero in on the word mystery. Just a 
perusal of this epistle reveals that Paul seeks to develop their 
understanding of what this “mystery” is all about—namely, 
the reconciling of both Jew and Gentile to God “in” and 
“through” Jesus Christ. In chapter one, Paul employs the 
word mystery one time, but, in chapter three, he employs 
the word mystery four times. Beginning with 1:3 through 
2:22, Paul endeavors to explain what this “mystery” is all 
about. A detailed explanation of this mystery is found in 
2:11-22. In this periscope—One in Christ—he explains that 
both Jew and Gentile are reconciled unto God in “one body” 
(2:16). 


In this section (2:11-22), he calls attention to the 
Gentiles by saying: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far away have been brought near through the blood of 
Christ” (2:13). Again, one observes that Paul stresses “in 
Christ Jesus.” Paul then deals with the question of Jew and 
Gentile in their relationship to each other. He says that Jesus 
is “our peace,” and it is Jesus who has created in Himself 
“one new man out of the two” (2:15-16). Thus, Jesus has 
reconciled both—Jew and Gentile—unto God in “one 
body.” Paul, in this pericope, brings in the Holy Spirit by 
saying: “For through him we both have access to the Father 
by one Spirit” (2:16). One can hardly read this unit of 
Scripture (2:11-22) without a consciousness of the 
expressions of “one body” and “one Spirit.” Again, in 
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chapter three, Paul explains this mystery as the reconciling 
of both Jew and Gentile into “one body” (3:6). 


Unity in the Body of Christ 
Ephesians 4:1-4 


Is it any wonder that Paul speaks of the seven ones in 
Ephesians 4:1-4. In this periscope—Unity in the Body of 
Christ—Paul says that there is “one body” and “one Spirit.” 
Since this is so, then one should endeavor to maintain the 
unity created by the “one Spirit” (4:3). Paul writes: 


Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. * There is one body and 
one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called— > one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; ° one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all (4:3-6). 





The phrase “one faith” is frequently associated with 
one particular brand of orthodoxy. For example, over 
twenty-five divisions within the Churches of Christ cite this 
Scripture in order to uphold its particular beliefs concerning 
“pattern theology.” In other words, the “one faith” represents 
the belief system that God has ordained a worship service 
with five ritualistic acts that have to be performed in a 
prescribed manner. For many Christians, the “one faith” is 
not faith in Jesus, but rather their weird interpretation of 
certain Scriptures. 


Just a cursory glance of this Epistle by Paul reveals 
that Jesus is the object of this “one faith,” not some odd 
interpretation placed upon some Scripture. This whole 
epistle is about “faith” in the “one Lord.” For example, Paul 
having developed this mystery-——Christ—(1:3-14), he writes: 
“For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, ‘© I have not 
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stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers” (1:15-16). Again, Paul calls attention to faith in 
chapter three: “In him and through faith in him we may 
approach God with freedom and confidence (3:12). Earlier, 
Paul writes: 


And you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 Who 
is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession— 
to the praise of his glory (1:13-14). 


The “word of truth,” “gospel of your salvation,” 
“mystery of God’s will,” and “Christ” are synonymous 
terms. What had they believed? They believed that Christ is 
the one and only way to God. This is why that Paul 
immediately broke out in praise with the words: “ever since 
I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus” (1:15). Then Paul 
explains that it is in Christ that one is made alive (2:1-10). In 
this periscope, he writes: 


For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God— °* not by works, so that no one can boast. 
'© For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do (2:8-10). 


Jesus is the object of one’s faith. One is saved 
“through faith” in Him (3:12). No wonder Paul concludes 
his explanation of the “mystery” with the words, “one Lord, 
one faith” (4:5). Once more, in chapter three, Paul writes: 
“so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” 
(3:17). Following Paul’s use of the expression “one faith” in 
4:5, he discusses how God 
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gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and 
teachers, '” to prepare God’s people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
'3 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ (4:11-13). 


“Unity in the faith” concerns a proper understanding of “the 
knowledge of the Son of God” in God’s scheme of 
redemption. Jesus is the object of the “one faith.” Paul 
wanted God to open their eyes to understand the full 
meaning of what He accomplished “in” and “through” Jesus 
Christ. Listen to Paul once more as he explains his prayer 
concerning “unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God”: 


I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in 
your inner being, '” so that Christ_ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pra 7 that you, 
being rooted and established in love, “ may have 
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, '? and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure 
of all the fullness of God (3:16-19). 

P. O. Box 20274, Montgomery, Alabama 36120 
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Remedy: If you have a headache, do what it says on the 
aspirin bottle: “Take 2 aspirin and keep away from 
children.” 
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THE POWER OF GOD UNTO 
| 





By Neal Griffin 


It is the Gospel that is the power of God unto salvation and 
nothing else. Not once is it written nor implied that salvation 
is accomplished by way of anything else. And since the 
power is vested in the Gospel it would behoove anyone who 
is serious about obtaining salvation to learn exactly what the 
Gospel is. 


The Gospel is the glorious good news that salvation has been 
brought down. It announces the fact of Jesus. It is historical 
fact. Paul, by the Holy Spirit, wrote that Jesus came to earth 
as a man, was crucified, was raised on the third day, and 
now sits at the right hand of God. This is what the Bible 
defines the Gospel to be. Read it in 1st Corinthians 15:1-4. It 
is the announcement of God's way to save His creation. 


But even though the Gospel is summed up in one sentence 
there are those who, in vain, efforts to support their private 
interpretations, insist that it consists of every jot and tittle in 
the New Testament writings. To them the power of God is 
the Gospel plus something else. Jesus' blood is not sufficient 
to accomplish salvation, and man must fill in for that which 
Jesus was lacking. The idea that man must fill in for what 
God was lacking is foreign to the Bible. Salvation is the 
accomplishment of God and to argue that man accomplishes 
it in his performance of certain "essentials" is to deny what 
is recorded in Matthew 19:26. Jesus said that salvation is 
"impossible" on the part of man. 
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The rich young ruler desired to accomplish salvation by his’ 
own effort and Jesus answered, "impossible", and His 
answer has not changed over the years, but regrettably there 
are those who preach another gospel which is not the 
Gospel. When sincere seekers come asking what they can do 
to gain salvation pulpit ministers do not say, "impossible", as 
Jesus did. Instead they say, "possible", and send the seekers 
happily on their way confident that they have complied with 
the "essentials" and gained salvation by their own efforts. 
When the rich young ruler asked Jesus that same question 
Jesus did not send him happily on his way. Instead the 
young ruler went away very disappointed in that Jesus did 
not list "essentials" whereby he could "gain" salvation by his 
own effort. Paid pulpit ministers, however, do not give the 
same answer. The invitation at the end of their pulpit 
sermons does not jibe with this Biblical example. Instead 
they list "essentials" whereby man can gain salvation by his 
own effort, and unlike Jesus they send the enquirers on their 
way rejoicing that they have accomplished salvation. Jesus 
said "impossible" on the part of man. 


The essentials of salvation were all performed at Calvary. If 
it can be established that accepting a free gift is a work 
(essential effort) on the part of man then I concede. If 
trusting in Jesus for salvation can be counted as meritorious 
effort then I concede, but I have not once observed the 
recipient of a free gift who claimed to have earned it by 
reason of his acceptance of it. Salvation is the 
accomplishment of God. He never intended for man to save 
himself. If this were the case there would have been no need 
for the crucifixion, and when men presume to accomplish 
salvation on their own part they render void the sacrifice of 
Jesus. When men presume to put their trust for salvation in 
their own imagined compliance with law they have "fallen 
from grace". Galatians 5:4. If salvation can be accomplished 
on the part of man by his participation in certain rituals then 
salvation is of man. Jesus said, "impossible". 
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What about all the examples of obedience m the New 
Testament writings? So, what about them? If you can show 
me one instance where their obedient acts were performed in 
order to "gain" salvation your argument will have some 
merit, but the truth is that there is not a single Scriptural 
example to support this idea. The first New Covenant sons 
of God did many things in common but they did not do any 
of them in order to gain salvation. If there is a connection 
between their obedience and salvation it is in the "because 
of" sense rather than the "in order to" sense. 


Dear reader, this is too simple to be misunderstood. Jesus 
made it perfectly clear that it is not in man to accomplish 
salvation (Matt. 19:26). The power of salvation is not in 
man. It is in the Gospel. The Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation and Jesus is the substance of the Gospel. Let 
us gratefully acknowledge that fact and completely place our 
trust for salvation in Him and nothing else! This is a very 
serious issue and that is why I beg you in the name of Jesus 
to prayerfully consider these thoughts whether they be true. 
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SAYING IT 
DOES NOT MAKE IT SO! 


By Given O. Blakely 


"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love .. . God 
is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God 
in him." (1 John 4:9,16) 
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"If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he 
is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?" (1 John 


4:20 NKJV) 


The Spirit will not let go of this matter. He will not allow us 
to imagine that we love God if we do not prefer and care for 
His people. Take care that "brethren," of the people of God, 
is not a synonym for members of a local congregation, or a 
specific sect of denomination. In saying "brother," our text 
refers to anyone and everyone God has accepted in Christ 
Jesus. 


We cannot conduct ourselves toward the saints in a way 
conflicting with the manner of Jesus, and yet affirm that we 
love God. It is not possible to love God and despise His 
people at the same time! The very hour Saul of Tarsus 
confronted and believed on the living Christ, he forever 
ceased to persecute His people. From that moment on, and 
with unwavering consistency, he sought the betterment of 
believers everywhere. That is the calculated effect that 
loving God has upon a person. 


JESUS' WORD TO PETER 


Before the betrayal of our Lord, He confided in Peter that 
Satan had asked to sift him. "And the Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat." The awfulness of that sifting required 
Christ's intervention. He continued, "But I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." Knowing that His prayer would 
be effective, and that Peter would recover himself from the 
dreadful evening when he would thrice deny the Lord, Jesus 
directed Peter concerning his future activities: "and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren" (Lk 22:31-32). 
He did not tell him to testify to the world, but to strengthen 
the brethren! You can effectively proceed from loving the 
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brethren to preaching the Gospel to every creature. But there 
are precious few, if any, that are able to successfully move 
from reaching sinners to edifying saints. 


Following His resurrection, Jesus confronted Simeon Peter. 
Under the sifting of Satan, Peter had denied Christ three 
times and had wept bitterly that he did. Early in the morning, 
Jesus came to His disciples, preparing them some food, and 
providing a miraculous catch of fish for them. After they had 
eaten, Jesus addressed Himself to Peter. He did not ask, 
"Will you obey Me?" Nor, indeed, did He ask, "Will you die 
for Me?" Instead, he asked three times, "Do you love me?" 
And after three affirmative responses, Jesus replied, "Feed 
My lambs," "Feed My sheep," and "Feed My sheep." That 
emphasis remains the same to this very day. 


IF SOMEONE OR ANY MAN 


"If ANY MAN say, ‘I love God, and hateth his brother" (1 
John 4:20). Here is a statement that.no exceptions. Wherever 
a person can be found fitting this description, one who does 
NOT love God has been identified. "If anyone says, 'I love 
God,' yet hates his brother, he is a liar.". The word "hate," as 
you must know, means to love less, disregard, or have no 
real interest in. It speaks more of neglect than of harming or 
violence. It has more to do with not providing for, than 
taking from. It does covers everything from the person 
simply being indifferent to the brethren — i.e., the brethren of 
Jesus — to doing evil against them. In the case of the 
individual now considered, the people of God are simply not 
viewed as His people. 


Is it possible for a person to affirm a love for God, and yet 
be indifferent to, and even harm, the people related to God? 
Indeed it is! That is why the Spirit compelled John to write 
this down. Throughout history, from Abel until this very 
day, the greatest source of sorrow to the people of God has 
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been those who profess to know God. Whether you consider 
Moses, the holy Prophets, the Lord Jesus, the holy Apostles, 
or Stephen the martyr, they have confronted the hatred of 
professed brethren. For myself, my greatest hurt and sorrow 
has come from professed Christians. In fact, such 
experiences are so common we tend to overlook them. But 
the Spirit does not overlook them! 


Our text goes straight to the point. Those who hate the 
brethren, yet profess to love God, have lied, their 
explanations notwithstanding. They do not love God, and 
thus have no affiliation with Him. The argument is strong 
and incontrovertible. It is stated with this truth in mind, that 
"the brethren" are partakers of Christ (Heb 3:14), and of the 
"Divine nature" (2 Pet 1:4). God is in them, and they are in 
God (4:16). Therefore the Spirit reasons, "for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 
whom he has not seen?" 


The Spirit is not asking for an answer, for there is no 
acceptable answer to this question. The only tangible 
evidence we have of God is His people — those in whom He 
resides. If a man does not love them, it is BECAUSE he 
does not love God. His lack of attraction to, and appetite for, 
God Himself has produced an aversion to the people of God. 
The people of God and God Himself are joined together in 
Christ, and are always so viewed. It is not possible to make 
the matter more plain than that. 


Any attempt to unite the people of God must eventually 
come to grips with the truth of this verse. Variance among 
brethren testifies to enmity with God, for there is simply no 
other way one can be at odds with His people. The presence 
of division within the church reveals a fundamental variance 
with the God of the church and the Christ who loved it and 
gave Himself for it. Men may profess a great love for God 
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and allegiance to Him. However, if they lack a love for His 
people, they have lied in their profession, for the God they 
say they love is IN His people. 


PRAYER POINT: Father, in the name of Jesus, | 

thank You for the privilege of loving both You and Your 
people. Help me to do so with dignity, faithfulness, and 
fervency. 


496S Sergeant Avenue, Joplin, Missouri 84801 
Email: GivenB@aol.com 
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~~ CONFLICT: — 
SPIRIT AND FLESH 


By Arnold Hardin 


“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are contrary 
the one to the other; that you may not do the things that you 
would. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law” (Gal. 5:16-19). 


Galatians pulsates with the richness and depth of 
truth. I have been leading an adult class as we have been 
exploring again the richness of Galatians. Sad to say some 
in the congregation will not attend as such studies have no 
appeal to their intellects. No exception here, as such is true 
across our brotherhood. What makes it so sad is the 
stubborn fact that those who have never been led into 
understanding Romans and Galatians do not have a basic 
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understanding of Christianity and thus remain the willing 
captives of legalistic law keeping for salvation. 


Paul has shown that law gives life for doing, not for 
believing. Trying to be Isaacs in the spirit of Ishmaels is a 
travesty on Christianity. The gross error of the Galatians 
was, and is today, is the teaching that one is saved by grace 
but kept by the law. Even faith in Christ has been 
considered as something meritorious. However, salvation is 
not on “account of faith,” or, “because of faith” but always 
through or by faith. 


The flesh and spirit are enemies and in constant 
conflict. When one is saved, the change that occurs, requires 
an inner restraint rather than an outward force. “But if you 
are led by the Spirit you are not under the law” (Gal. 5:18). 
We as Christians are forever faced with this conflict between 
flesh and spirit. Most, it seems, teach that it is only a matter 
of making the right choices. But in this battle is it only a 
matter of making the right choices? But in this battle is it 
only a wrong choice or inherent weakness? Is it a matter of 
right choice (inherent righteousness), or, imputed 
righteousness? If this inner conflict is only a matter of right 
or wrong choices would God hold us responsible for having 
made even on wrong choices? And as some teach that we 
could indeed always make the right choice then having done 
so what need would we have of a Savior? 


Therefore, study carefully Galatians 5:16-17. The 
battle is joined between spirit and flesh. What is the 
meaning of Spirit? What is the meaning of flesh? Many 
believe Spirit to be the Holy Spirit that indwells us. Others 
believe spirit to be our own spirit. Flesh refers to our “sinful 
nature.” Adam did a work on us. He was created in the 
image of God; whereas we are made in the image of Adam. 
We were not “born in sin” but most assuredly we are born 
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with a nature inclined to sin and that from our youth. Paul 
was free from sin once when he was a child (Rom. 7:9). 
But, as it always occurs, sin came and he died. 


It is the considered opinion that in the two verses 
under consideration that spirit is our inner spirit which is 
warring against our fallen nature. We have a “civil war” 
raging within us as Christians. There was nothing wrong 
with God’s law but it was “weak through the flesh” and 
could not save but only condemn (Rom. 8). Galatians 5:17 
is answered by Paul in Romans 7:22-23. Victory is not 
obtained in the way of nature but of grace. If personal 
righteousness is obtainable then everyone of us are going to 
be filled with nothing but despair for all of us sin; and 
despair brings a doubling of our efforts which brings more 
despair. 


This battle between spirit and flesh is forcefully 
discussed in Romans 7:14-25. Study it carefully. Question: 
Was Paul speaking of no Christians or Christians? The 
Reformers believed Paul to speak of those in Christ. 
Opinions among us differ; I am persuaded Paul to be 
speaking of our battle — spirit against flesh. He is emphatic 
in his use of the personal pronoun “T’. His description of the 
conflict is not that of one out of Christ. Sinners do not 
delight in the law of God, verse 22. Alien sinners do not cry 
out, “Wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from 
this body of death?”, verse 24. 


But the dissenters say it is blasphemy to so use 
Paul’s words. But what is it to deny the plain import of his 
words? What about “I am carnal sold under sin,” verse 14? 
Don’t press his words too far and no difficulty will appear. 
We indeed are not the captives of sin as before our 
conversion. However, who can claim that he or she is ever 
completely free from sin and its consequences? No not one. 
Paul saw the “law of sin” in his members warring against the 
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“law of his mind.” His conclusion being, “So then I of 
myself with the mind, indeed, serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25). 


What is the “law of sin’? It is not the law in the 
sense usually used. It is the rule of sin that affects mankind. 
We have Paul’s explanation in chapter 8 of Romans. We 
have been made free by the “law of the Spirit of life (gospel) 
in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death” as previously 
described. The third law mentioned, law of Moses, could 
not free anyone, “in that it was weak through the flesh.” 
Therefore our Lord came “in the likeness of sinful flesh,” 
condemning sin in the flesh that the demands of the law 
might be fulfilled in us “who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit.” The demands of law could never be 
fulfilled “by us,” but “in us” (imputed righteousness). 


Thus, though we slip and fall into sin, we are not 
condemned because our Lord in flesh took care of the sin 
problem and secured forever our redemption through his 
blood. Confess your sins and God will forgive. Thank God 
for such a victory over flesh and allow your spirit to mount 
upon wings of happiness. 

2722 McCutcheon, Dallas, Texas 75227 





From page 46- It is obvious that we cannot complete a 
review of the remaining portion of part two. We have not 
even looked at chapter 11. It is a most significant part of 
Romans. There was a time that I wondered about the fact 
that I had never heard a sermon on Romans 11. Preachers 
and teachers steer clear of this chapter. Why? Because Paul 
said that the rejection of Israel is not final, but that their 
rejection and the inclusion of Gentiles were designed to 
make Israel jealous and they would finally be reinstated 
according to the promises made to their forefathers. Some 
think this as a forerunner of premillennialism. 
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FINAL + WORDS OF 
ENCOURAGMENT FROM 
READERS 


By R. L. Kilpatrick 


There is much left to say concerning Romans but what 
we've already written will have to suffice. Yet there is one 
thing contained in Romans that has held the interest of us all 
and we might offer a few comments on what Paul wrote in 
12:1-2: 

“T appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to the world but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect” (RSV). Let’s mention 
first that this is in contrast to Jewish practice of presenting an 
animal to the priest to be slain.so that the sins of the giver 
might be overlooked. But how long could a dead sacrifice 
last toward that end? The dead animal could perhaps forgive 
past sins but what about future sins? The giver could sin the 
moment he walked away from the tabernacle, placing him 
right back in the same need as before. 


But the Christian presents his own body for a sacrifice 
which forgives his sin forever because he is in Christ and 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God! Jesus is the one 
who has made the sacrifice! This is how the forgiveness of 
our sins is perpetual for how can sin take up residence in the 
body of Christ who is being perpetually offered before the 
Father? This has to mean that forgiveness of sins is just as 
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perpetual as the “seating at the right hand of God.” It further 
means that sins are forgiven at the very moment they are 
committed. How can it be reasoned any differently? 


Note again the rendering of verse | in the RSV, ie, 
“present your bodies a living sacrifice . . . this is your 
spiritual worship.” Instead of “spiritual worship” the KTV 
renders it “reasonable service.” On the face of it, the word 
“reasonable” seems strange, as if Paul is saying “this is what 
you ought to do.” “Service” is something we ought to do, so 
both words seems strange for Paul’s style of writing. 


Carl Ketcherside has the following explanation of this 
verse. He reverts back to John 4:23-24. While talking to the 
“woman at the well” Jesus said “But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipper will worship the father in 
spirit and in truth, for such the father seeks to worship him. 
God is spirit and those that worship him must worship in 
spirit and in truth.” What is the connection between “spiritual 
worship” and “reasonable service?” 


Just this: Reason takes place in the mind and the mind 
is spirit. Service is the understanding of what “worship” is 
and this is “truth.” In Romans 12 Paul goes on to say, ... “be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind...” (v.2). The mind 
is spirit and the spirit is where true worship takes place. Both 
renderings say the same thing. 


We are going to devote the remaining space to 
excerpts from Carl’s Mission Messenger. 


“Jesus did not come to bring us a new religion. He 
came to make void ‘religion’ as an approach to the Father. 
He said ‘I am come that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly.’ The only liturgy we have is the liturgy of life. It 
expresses itself, not in stated acts done in cathedrals or 
dedicated real estate, but in the sharing of life with the 
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unfortunate as He shared life with all of us in the poverty of 
spirit caused by sin, and in maintaining purity in our contact 
with the world. On this the scripture is very plain. “Pure and 
unalloyed devoutness in God’s view is to care for the orphan 
and widow in their affliction and to keep oneself unsullied by 
the world.’ If that is what devoutness is in God’s view it is 
what it should be in my view, and I intend to please God. 


“In Christ there are no holy days, no holy places and no holy 
things. All of these belong to the era of law by which no man 
in the flesh can be justified. There never has been a law given 
and there never can be a law given in the form of a written 
code by which one can become guiltless. The fault is not in 
the nature of law but in the nature of man in the flesh. Grace 
does not change days, places and things, but people. Thus, in 
Christ, there are only holy people and they are holy because 
they belong to God. They have been bought with a price and 
they are not their own, 


“God has no sanctuary upon this earth except a consecrated 
human heart. So long as men speak reverently of ‘our 
sanctuary’ in reference to a place where light filters through 
stained-glass windows and men come to ‘perform acts of 
worship’ they are still living B.C. lives in an A.D. world. The 
reason they speak that way is because they think that way, 
and their language is as wrong as their thoughts. The 
‘Janguage of Ashdod’ betokens that we have lived too long as 
exiles and captives in a sectarian world. This is why they act 
as if Jesus had not come. 


“There are no holy days for the Christian for the simple 
reason that there are no unholy days. There are no holy 
places for the simple reason that everywhere a Christian is, 
that place is consecrated. It is consecrated not because of 
where it is, or because of words spoken by priestly men, but 
because of who is there. If the Spirit sanctifies a place, and it 
does, then wherever I go is sanctified for me because His 
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Spirit abides in me. If it was not holy before I arrived it will 
be when I get there. I do not go up to the house of God, I am 
the house of God. I do not visit a temple, I am the temple of 
the living God. 


“Tt is a little silly to talk about ‘five acts of worship,’ which is 
why the sacred scriptures never use such an expression. 
Worship is the bowing down of my spirit, the prostration of 
my heart, the utter denial and abnegation of my self, in the 
presence of my God. Every act I do in Christ Jesus and in 
reverence to Him is an act of worship. The word worship is 
none of its forms, and it has a number of them, is ever applied 
to anything we do when we assemble on the first day of the 
week. This is not because what we then do is not worship, 
but for the reason that everything else we do is also worship. 
Mission Messenger, Vol. 37, No 10, October, 1975 


“We can whip the problem of division! We can overcome it! 
But we cannot do it by dividing. The way to unite is to unite! 
Then why not start there if that is our goal? We can argue 
and discuss when we are united. The fact is that I am already 
united with God’s children, all of them. When I united with 
Jesus I united with every person who is in him. My task is 
not to achieve unity. My task is not to attain it. My task is to 
demonstrate it! 


“Some of you will be bound to write and ask how we can be 
one so long as some have instrumental music and others 
oppose it, or so long as some have Sunday schools and others 
oppose them, or so long as some have individual cups and 
others oppose them? That is easy! Quit making tests of 
fellowship out of them. Quit acting as children and quit 
yourselves like men. God did not make conditions of 
salvation out of these things, so quit making them conditions 
of union and communion. Hoid your opinions but do not 
forge them into dogma. Do not violate your own conscience 
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but do not measure others by it. ‘Hast thou faith? Have it to 
thyself.” 
Mission Messenger, Vol. 37, No.9, September , 1975 


“Tt is not always error held in opposition to truth which makes 
a sect. Sometimes it is truth held to the exclusion of other 
truths, or a “ruth elevated above the truth. All truths are 
equally true but they are not equally important. It is always 
better to be right than to be wrong about anything, but our 
hope of eternal life is not dependent upon being right about 
everything. It is dependent upon being in the right one. 
When he is our everything, nothing else can be! And 
righteousness is a relationship, not an intellectual attainment.” 


Mission Messenger, Vol. 34, No.2 February, 1972 


GOD IS LOVE 


By Given O. Blakely 


"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love . . . God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him." (1 John 4:8,16) 


HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON SENT 


'. . . God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him." (1John 4:9B). 
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Five times in Scripture, the Lord Jesus is called "ONLY 
begotten." 


1. "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the ONLY BEGOTTEN 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John1:14). 


2. "No man hath seen God at any time; the ONLY 
BEGOTTEN Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He 
hath declared Him" (John1:18). 


3. "For God so loved the world, that He gave his ONLY 
BEGOTTEN Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
4. "He that believeth on Him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the ONLY BEGOTTEN Son of God" 
(John 3:18). 


5. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent His ONLY BEGOTTEN Son into the world, 
that we might live through him" (1 John 4:9). 


In each of these texts a single individual is absolutely 
required. Who else was filled with grace and truth, was in the 
bosom of the Father and declared Him, guarantees eternal 
life, is the basis of condemnation to whose who do not believe 
on Him, and was sent that we might live through Him? I do 
not believe you will find any thoughtful believer of any age or 
time that will affirm such qualities can be found in any other 
person. Jesus is the "ONLY BEGOTTEN." 


Four times the Lord Jesus Christ is called "the ONLY 
begotten Son," and once, "the ONLY begotten of the Father" 
(John 1:14). Concerning being "begotten of the Father," God 
said to the Son, "this day (when He came into the world, 
verse 6) have I begotten Thee" (Psa 2:7; Heb 1:5-6). In this 
case, Jesus was "begotten of the Father" in Mary's womb, 
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through the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus it was said to 
Mary, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy 
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God" (Luke 
1:35). And again, "for taat which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit" (Matt 1:20). No other man has ever been so 
conceived! Jesus is "the ONLY Begotten of the Father." 


In his remarkable summation of the Divine dealings with 
Israel, Paul applied the second Psalm to the resurrection of 
Christ. "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in 
that He hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the 
second Psalm, Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten 
Thee" (Acts 13:33). Here Jesus was begotten from the region 
of the dead. Elsewhere He is called, "the firstborn from the 
dead" (Col 1:18). However, Jesus is not the "only Begotten" 
from the dead. Rather He is the "firstborn among many 
brethren," whom God shall also raise from the dead (Rom. 
8:29). 


Both "only Begotten" and "I have begotten Thee," refer to the 
humanity of Christ — His entrance into this world in a body 
especially prepared for Him, and His consequent death and 
resurrection, as affirmed in Hebrews 10:5. This is not an 
affirmation that our Saviors PERSON was created, as the 
Jehovah's Witnesses and others slanderously affirm. The 
origin of the Person of Christ was "from everlasting," as 
Micah declared (Mic 5:2). He ONLY had a beginning, or was 
begotten, as "the MAN Christ Jesus" (1 Tim 2:5). 


How is it that Jesus is so identitied when we read in this very 
book that those in Christ are also "BEGOTTEN of God" 
(5:18). James declares God "BEGAT" us "with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures" 
(James 1:18). Peter also affirms God has "BEGOTTEN us 
again unto a lively hope" (1 Pet 1:3). What, then, does the 
Spirit mean by "ONLY begotten Son?" 


68 


Some self-professed language experts have said the words 
"only begotten" are incorrect. Some versions do not use the 
terminology, although even they imply it. The NIV reads "the 
One and Only," supplying the footnote, "the only Begotten." 
The NRSV reads, "a Father's only Son." Others read, "the 
only Son from the Father." RSV All translations use the word 
"ONLY," for the word itself means "only-born, or sole" 
(Strongs). The Greek word means "the only one of its kind," 
and is used an only child, and one born in a unique way. Even 
though every person in Christ is begotten of God, they are 
NOT begotten in the same way as Jesus. The newness of life 
that we possess in the new birth has no redemptive value. It 
cannot be offered for the reclamation of anyone dead in 
trespasses and sins. When God begat us, we were REborn, 
which is quite different from Christ's birth. 


The language is precise, and is to be taken as it is stated. The 
ONLY life really begotten by God is Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. We are begotten by virtue of our reception of the 
"ONLY begotten Son." God could beget no sons among 
sinners until He had begotten His "ONLY" Son. Technically 
speaking, Jesus is the ONLY "Man" God recognizes and 
honors. Our recognition by God is strictly based upon our 
identity with Christ Jesus. The life we possess in Christ is not 
our own, but "Christ lives" in us (Gal 2:20). In the case of 
Jesus, His life was His own — His own to lay down, and take 
up again (John 10:17-18). 


‘ILLUSTRATED IN ABRAHAM 


This truth is marvelously illustrated in our father Abraham. 
When Isaac was around thirty years old, God required a most 
extraordinary thing of Abraham. "Take now thy son THINE 
ONLY SON Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of" (Gen 22:2). Of 
the occasion, the Spirit later said, "By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the 
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promises offered up HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON" (Heb 
11:17). From one point of view, Abraham had also begotten 
Ishmael of Hagar when he was eighty-six years old (Gen 
16:16). Ishmael is called "Abraham's son" (Gen 25:12). 
Abraham also had six sons through Keturah: Zimran, and 
Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah 
(Gen.25:1-2). 


Isaac, however, is called "His ONLY begotten son" (Heb 
11:17). Why is this the case? Because no other son was born 
as Isaac was. His birth was a miracle wrought by God. 
Ishmael's was a normal birth wrought in the energy of the 
flesh. Isaac, because of his BIRTH, was recognized by God, 
and thus became the heir of the promise (Gen 21:12; Rom 
9:7; Heb 11:18). Ishmael, because of his BIRTH, was not 
recognized by God, and thus did not become an heir of the 
promise (Gen 21:10-12; Gal 4:30). In heaven's view, Isaac 
was Abraham's only son. 


So it is with Jesus Christ, the "ONLY begotten of the Father." 
No one was begotten as He was! No one came, or comes, into 
the world as He did! From one point of view, He was 
"brought" into the world (Heb 1:6). In this sense, He was, as 
it were, escorted into this world, protected from the diabolical 
purposes of the devil and the wicked intentions of men. From 
yet another view He "came" into the world through His own 
volition (1 Tim 1:15). Here we see the choice of the Lord 
Jesus Himself, who graciously volunteered for the appointed 
mission, coming to do the will of the Father (Heb.10: 7-9). 


But our text declares our Lord's entrance into the world from 
yet another point of view. Jesus was "SENT" by the Father 
into the world (4:9-10). He was sent to accomplish a purpose 
determined "before the foundation of the world" Eph 1:4; 1 
Pet 1:20). This mission, we are apprized, was an expression 
of "the love of God." By this, the Spirit means God was not 
motivated by our need, or by a sense of deep sympathy for 
our deplorable condition. While those are surely involved in 
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the reason behind Christ being sent into the world, they are 
not at the center of it. It was God's profound desire to do us 
good, to bless us, and to bring us to Himself, that compelled 
Him to send the Son into the world. 


406 S. Sergeant Ave., Joplin, Missouri 64801 
Email: GivenB@aol.com 








Thanks to Bro. Given Blakely for providing us with these 
timely articles for Ensign. 


NEW COVENANT FORM 
AND RITUALS 


By Neal Griffin 


The forms and rituals of the old covenant were necessary. The 
old covenant, which was the schoolmaster-custodian for the 
purpose of introducing God's children to the perfect Lamb of 
the new covenant, was admittedly inferior. Its reliance on 
form and ritual was necessary for the time but soon would 
pass. Fortunately for us form and ritual were nailed to the 
cross. We are now "grace"motivated and not "law"motivated. 
Our allegiance is now to the object of the old covenant. The 
"schoolmaster", having delivered us into the hands of the 
"Physician", is now dead. Modern religionists are not, 
however, content to leave him buried. His rotting bones are 
paraded before us in the form and ritual of Sunday "worship 
services". Jt is a weakness of the flesh to require visible 
objects in which to place trust. This weakness is observed as 
far back as when Aaron was persuaded to build a visible 
object. In one of the famous Russian novels, a character was 
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asked if he believed in Jesus. He honestly replied that he 
believed only in that which he could see, smell, or touch. 

This human weakness for visible objects is acknowledged by 
most denominated religious organizations and, not only 
acknowledged but, catered unto. Modern theologians have 
provided the "golden calf" for their followers. They have 
provided visible objects to occupy the minds of their 
followers. They have replaced the robe attired priests of the 
old covenant with dandy attired pulpit ministers. They have 
replaced the altar of sacrifice with an elevated pulpit. They 
have replaced the temple with ornate, and little used, 
cathedrals. To these replacements they have added 
"necessary" rituals, and in so doing have effectively imposed 
old covenant form and ritual on new covenant worshipers. 
But, it is argued, this provides the spectators with the visible 
objects so vital to their faith. Visible objects, form, and ritual 
provide the spectator with a false sense of having entered into 
the holy of holies, and of having offered up worship in spirit 
and truth. Having been served up his full dose of Sunday 
religion, the spectator can leave the cathedral confident of 
having practiced true religion without making any application 
of it to his daily life. This is not good. This is not according to 
the Book. 

Dear reader you can see the folly in all of this. Jeremiah 
prophesied of a new and different covenant. Jesus said, as is 
recorded in John chapter four, that true worship under the 
new covenant is not the worship that is confined to a place, 
but rather it would be a new kind of worship, and that is, in 
spirit and truth. In another place it is written that God dwells 
not in temples made with hands. In Romans, chapter twelve, 
we read that the worship God expects of us is the worship of a 
dedicated life (a living sacrifice). And in James, chapter one, 
the Holy Spirit confirms that true religion is that which takes 
place in the everyday courses of our lives--caring for widows 
and orphans, and keeping ourselves unspotted from the world. 
The religion of Jesus the Christ has nothing to do with form 
and ritual. It is a religion about living. New covenant 
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worshipers don't need form and ritual. They don't require 
visible objects for they have the object of their affections in a 
more important place. They have Jesus dwelling in their 
hearts. They are done with form and ritual, and so should we 
be. Please think on these things. I believe them to be true to 
the Word. 

10514 Bar X Trail, Helotes, Texas 78023 


Email: nariffini12@aol.com 
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New Book. Stanley Paher has a new book out titled 
“Revelation’s Mystery Babylon.” He didn’t list a price but 
you can write him at 4135 Badger Circle, Reno, Nevada 
89509. 


Letters and Email 


Arnold Hardin. Dear R. L. Kilpatrick: It is with sadness 
that I write this letter. I have expected for some time that 
Ensign would cease to be. It has meant so much to me in this 
journey we have made together. Your intellectual insight has 
aided me so much in my own quest for truth relative to grace. 


I wish to thank you for having printed so many of my 
articles. The response to our work has been gratifying over 
these many years. 


When I read the last issue and read of the three men 
you were going to list, I can honestly say I never for one 
moment thought that I would find my name listed. It caused 
my heart to race to be listed in such company. Thank you for 
having been so kind to one so undeserving. 


And now may God bless and sustain you for the rest 
of your life. Your reward is waiting and I wish that we be 
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allowed to know one another over there as we enjoy the fruits 
of our labor. — Dallas, Texas 


Dr. Dallas Burdette: Pat, your writings have contributed 
toward a greater understanding of Holy Scripture and toward 
unity among God's people. Even though the twentieth century 
produced many excellent writers, I consider you, Carl 
Ketcherside, and Leroy Garrett as some of the most 
outstanding writers that God has blessed us with. Your 
writings will be missed. 


Your writings have assisted me in understanding 
"imputed righteousness," unity among God's people, and a 
proper understanding of what worship is all about. In spite of 
my defect in knowledge concerning worship, you never gave 
up on me. I also appreciate your making my writings 
available through your journal, especially with some of my 
in-depth studies. I will always cherish our time together at the 
Grassy congregation (seventeen years) and our many hours of 
traveling together to various lectureships. You are and always 
will be a true friend and brother in Christ. I wish and pray that 
God will continue to use you in the advancement of His 
kingdom. Your magazine will be greatly missed. 

(The following has reference to a vow that we made a long 
time ago, RLK.) 

Yes, if I should go home to be with the Lord before you, I do 
want you to speak words at my funeral. If you should go 
home before I do, I would consider it a honor to share with 
others something of your faith in Jesus and your devotion to 
His kingdom work. You still’ are one of the closest friends I 
have ever had. I will always cherish our friendship. — 
Montgomery, Alabama 

(1 told him at the time that I had never preached anyone’s 
funeral for fear that I might not say the appropriate words, I 
hoped I would go first, RLK.) 
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Hazel Buehler When I first received Ensign, I was very 
skeptical because of all the things that I had been taught. But 
I also questioned those things, so I kept reading Ensign even 
though I had a feeling that God was going to jump out and 
zap me. I have been enjoying Ensign since 1987 and have 
saved all but a few missing volumes. I think that 
subscriptions have dwindled because of the Internet but also 
because Ensign came out during the height of the 
reexamination of our beliefs and especially "Grace" and so 
many people were hungry to hear thoughts of others that had 
also not fully accepted the teachings of the COC. 


It was so wonderful to read the "Good News" of 
Freedom from rules and regulations that could not be 
supported by scripture. To day we are still going forward but 
we have matured to the level that it is not as new as it was at 
first. 


I have always enjoyed the articles by Arnold "Grace" 
Hardin. He was the one that set me on my way with his old 
newsletter that was hard to read because of the print. But it 
was my first step to "Blessed Freedom". Of course, there was 
no one that could take the place of Carl Ketcherside, Norman 
Parks and Dallas Burdette. I have always liked the articles 
that you wrote and especially these last ones on the 
"Restructuring of the Church." 


I'm sorry that you are having to close Ensign down but 
you have earned a rest after 30 years. Thanks greatly for 
coming into my life through the written page. "Grace" Hardin 
was first but you were the second and because of Ensign I met 
Cecil Hook. 

I Thank God for bold men that have taken the stand 
for "FREEDOM IN CHRIST.” Onward and Upward. A/vin, 
Texas 
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Joe Swint: So very sorry you’re ceasing publication. I will 
surely miss your incisive writings and all the contributors as 
weil. We need more brothers like you who lovingly tell the 
truth! May God bless you and take care of you. Brazoria, 
Texas 


Virginia Perkins: I am sorry to learn you and your group 
will be closing. I can’t tell you how much I, and so many 
others, have enjoyed your Ensign. It has been a real pleasure 
to so many people during all these years, and | wish you 
the best always and do thank you deeply. With all good 
wishes. Huntsville, Alabama 


I would be remiss if I didn’t say thank’s to James Ledbetter, 
(who now lives in Birmingham, Ala.) for introducing me to 
the Grassy church in the mid 70’s. James has been a friend 
and supporter of our cause from the beginning. He is now 
undergoing an agonizing time in his life and our prayers go 
with him. - RLK 


James Ledbetter: Pat: It was with a great deal of sadness 
that I read that Ensign will cease to come our way after April. 
But again, ink does not forever flow for there is someone at 
the other end of the pen and a time of rest comes. So many of 
my dear friends at Grassy have gone on to their rest and the 
demise of Ensign is a gentle reminder of the memories that 
linger still from having known them. You should take great 
comfort in the assurance that the words that you have penned 
over the years still rest in the hearts of many, forever 
changing their relationship with God. I know that soon you 
and I must move on and close out our short span here just as 
Ensign is doing. My hope is that we will never meet for the 
last time. 
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Most of my time is occupied with caring for Clovis who is 
ever so slowly being consumed by both Parkinsons and 
Alzheimers. One has to live with these diseases to fully 
comprehend the torture of watching someone die so 
slowly...becoming like a child again. How I miss having her 
to share the fifty four years of memories that we built. 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Leroy Garrett: Pat, you are to be commended for hanging 
in and standing on the firing-line all these years. You have 
stood in the gap like a stone wall, while your critics faded 
away. 


It is rare in the history of our people for an editor to_ 
stay at it for over three decades — probably no more than six 
or eight. So you have secured a place in our history, and 
long after you are “absent from planet earth,” as Campbell 
liked to put it, you will still be read — as you and the many 
you have published. 


Congratulations! Considering your track record I am 
confident you’ll always Soldier on! Denton, Texas 


HELMET OF SALVATION 


By Arnold Hardin 


Christians are in a life and death struggle. Too many, 
I fear, do not realize the great need of “putting on the whole 
armor of God” (Eph. 6:10-20). We have discussed the 
“breastplate of righteousness.” And now briefly we notice 
the “helmet of salvation.” 
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Paul in looking at the armor of the Roman soldiers 
gives notice to the helmet they wore. The significance? 
Protection, would it not be? In modern day attire we see 
helmets of all kinds being worn and all for protection. We 
require small children to wear a helmet riding a bicycle. 
Those riding motorbikes wear helmets. Athletes wear various 
types of helmets. In a football game recently two players 
collided, helmet to helmet, and the runner received a 
concussion. What would have been his fate without the 
helmet? Does not our spiritual helmet denote protection? 
Verily I believe. The helmet is spoken of in I Thess. 5:8 as 
that of hope. Our helmet of salvation is first of all the absolute 
assurance of salvation. Thus we are protected from 
hopelessness for indeed we possess the “blessed assurance” 
about which we sing. Our helmet protects us from 
uncertainty. The one who is uncertain about their own 
salvation can never find the resolve and courage to teach 
others about salvation in Christ. Our helmet protects us from 
the fear of failure. Fail we will but such cannot separate us 
from God’s in Christ. Our helmet defends us against 
depression. Loved ones walk away, friends betray, and 
sickness seems to run rampant in the circumstances of our 
lives. Depression imprisons us; but if our helmet is properly 
fitted we will not allow Satan and his imps to imprison us in 
such an inhumane way. 


For 1 am already being offered (poured out as a drink 
offering) and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the righteous Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day; and not only to me only, but to all 
that have loved his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:6-9). 


May it be for all who love his appearing. For some of 
us the battle for truth has been constant and sharp. We have 
made mistakes of the intellect, but not I pray of the heart. 
The opposition has some times done to us as they did to Paul 
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“Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and 
some also of good will: the one do it of love, knowing that I 
am set for the defense of the gospel; but the other proclaim 
Christ of faction, not sincerely, thinking to raise up affliction 
for me in my bonds” (Phil. 1:15-18). 


My old faithful typewriter is now silenced. Now a relic, but 
for many years an instrument whereby the truth of the gospel 
has been proclaimed. As I sometimes review the volumes of 
testimonies from brethren who have learned the truth relative 
to God’s amazing grace I shed tears of gratitude to God for 
his sustaining power through all these years. I look forward 
to the time when I can thank him in person. 


And now that this last is being written for ENSIGN I 
wish to acknowledge my personal indebtedness to brother 
Kilpatrick. Through the years he has been one of the chief 
intellectuals from whom I have gained insight to “Amazing 
Grace.” I was accused once of having an obsession with 
grace. My thanks to you, R. L., for having played a major 
role in the development of that glorious obsession. Your 
reward is waiting and when it is given to you by the Lord 
himself I will shout “AMEN.” 


Thanks for having allowed me to speak by the printed page 
and though we have never met, we someday shall, and with 
God’s saints we are escorted to our eternal rest by God’s 
holy angels. “LORD COME QUICKLY!” 


2722 McCutcheon, Dallas, Texas 75227 


Thanks brethren for your gracious comments. May 
the Lord guard your footsteps all the days of your 
lives 
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